Water & Waste

Water on Tap
Coverage and progress under the Jal Jeevan Mission
Based on an interaction with Subhash Sethi, Chairman, SPML Infra Limited
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Progress under the Jal Jeevan Mission

The Jal Shakti Ministry allocated funds of around

ment is an integral component of JJM. The

In terms of progress in the water sector, the

Rs 500.11 billion in 2021-22. Further, Rs

Karnataka Rural Drinking Water and Sanitation
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scheme was launched just two years ago and
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since the announcement of the mission. Every

Infra Limited initiated the use of modern technol-

supply thefts, high level of non-revenue water

rural household in over 119,135 villages and 81

ogy to execute projects. The company incorporat-

(50 per cent of the supplied water) are some

districts are getting assured tap water supply. The

ed innovative digital interventions in business

other challenges.

National Water Policy (2012) advocates rainwater

operations for remotely monitoring projects and

harvesting and conservation of water and water

troubleshooting any issues before they disrupt the

The government should consider steps to
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reduce water usage in irrigation with smart tech-
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of drones, closed-circuit interconnected cameras,

water supply and wastewater management in the
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for efficient project execution and monitoring.
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in the coming years.

mation system and 70,525 groundwater stations
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have also started sharing data.

gies for minimising inefficiencies.

The road ahead
The water sector outlook in India for the next one

Meanwhile, the Master Plan for Artificial Recharge

Impact of Covid-19

to two years or even beyond is indeed promis-

to Groundwater, 2020 has been taken up. It envis-

The outbreak of the novel coronavirus disrupted

ing. With the government’s increased focus on
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lives globally. India too suffered badly, with
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infection counts going into millions and casual-

water-related projects, be it in the rural water

to harness 185 billion cubic metres of monsoon

ties over 400,000. There was no direct impact on

supply scheme under JJM, water resource man-
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water services in the country due to stay-at-

agement, watershed development or agriculture
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home orders, lockdowns and curfew challenges,

and irrigation projects. The sector is bound to

chayats of Haryana, Gujarat, Karnataka, Madhya

but the infrastructure development work in the

grow with dedicated schemes like JJM Rural,

Pradesh, Maharashtra, Rajasthan and Uttar

sector did face major setbacks. The significant

with an allocated budget of Rs 3.60 trillion till

Pradesh. The allocation for the year 2021-22 is Rs

challenges that disturbed the business environ-
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National Mission for Clean Ganga has been pro-
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Rehabilitation and Improvement Project Phase II

different stages of execution.
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also resulted in projects getting delayed, financ-
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Technological initiatives

ing costs rising exponentially and the projects
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On the technological front, under JJM, a sensor-

being unable to generate the planned revenue.

and Urban Transformation with Rs 73 billion for

based IoT solution is being piloted for measuring

Further, they were unable to deliver the social

2021-22,

and monitoring water supply with respect to quan-

promise that was envisaged.

Programme (Rs 36.80 billion) up to 2024 will

and

the

National

Hydrology

also offer huge opportunities. Meanwhile, the

tity, quality and regularity of water in villages on a
real-time basis. So far, 11 such projects in five

Pain points

PMKSY-AIBP scheme with exclusive budget

states have been initiated and results are being

Aging infrastructure is amongst the key chal-

allocation of Rs 115.88 billion for the period of

monitored. Every water supply asset created is

lenges that remain unaddressed despite some

2021-22, the National Watershed Project (Rs

also being geo-tagged with photographs for regu-

revamping and retrofitting activities. The ever

26.11 billion) up to 2022, and ABHY (Rs 60 bil-

lar monitoring.

increasing population, higher economic and

lion) up to 2025 are other important government

industrial activities, rising customer demands,

schemes that promise better prospects for the

incorporation of advanced technologies, water

water sector in the times to come. n

Further, to mitigate the impact of Covid-19, SPML
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