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Pressure on civic infrastructure systems

Rishab Sethi Executive Director, SPML, elaborates on the technology and demand trends in the water
management & urban infrastructure and the growth opportunity that he sees in the country, during an
interview with Sumedha Mahorey

Which are the emerging trends in water
management and urban infrastructure?

The emerging trend is water cooperation and
dialogue between the stakeholders & countries
to help bridge the differences. This will support
the sharing of knowledge, including data and
information exchange, management strategies
and best practices in preserving and managing
the aspects of water. The other trend is Total
Water Management. The dividing line between
water and wastewater is rapidly diminishing
because of increased attention to the water
cycle and the reuse of treated water for many
purposes including potable. Advanced technologies that were
only used previously for water treatment are now being applied
in wastewater treatment and growing demand for water has
forced us to depend on reclaimed water for municipal and
industrial purposes.

Which demand trends are shaping up in the infrastructure sector?
India is the second largest urban population in the world.
The urban population in India is expected to increase from 370
million in 2010 to 600 million in 2030 and one billion by 2050.
The pressure in managing demand, supply and management
of urban infrastructure will be immense. City capacity will
grow by about 400% in less than 40 years from now. There is a
tremendous pressure on civic infrastructure systems like water
supply, sewerage and drainage, solid waste management, etc.
Looking at the emerging demand, the government has initiated
several measures to develop the infrastructure in vital sectors.

How is the use of efficient technologies helping your company in
creating a niche for itself?

SPML has integrated its strength in basic & in-depth
process technology, project
fabrication and erection,

engineering, management,
construction and
commissioning to offer distinct responsibility under strict
delivery agendas. Many of the engineering and construction
projects executed by SPML have set new benchmarks in terms
of scale, sophistication and speed. The strategic alliances with
offshore technology partners have enabled us to continue our
endeavor in giving the best solution to our clients thus creating

a niche for ourselves.
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Any major investments plans in the offing?

At present, SPML is executing a number of
water distribution and management projects
across the country including the Water Supply
Project at Aurangabad, one of the largest and
most sophisticated PPP projects in the Indian
water sector. The projects for the improvement
in water distribution networks in Delhi is an
ambitious project for us to improve the efficiency
of water supply in selected areas of Delhi and
SPML will work as long term operators of water
distribution systems.

With sluggish growth in the background and recent support
initiatives coming from the government to strengthen Indian
infrastructure sector, do you foresee investment and new project
development picking up in the coming year?

The Planning Commission has announced infrastructure
investments of INR 41 billion during the 12th Five Year Plan
(2012-2017). The power and highways sectors are expected
to continue being the governments main investment focus
areas, the urban infrastructure for water & sanitation and
telecommunications sectors is also expected to witness enhanced
investment. India has devoted substantial resources to the water
supply and sanitation sector, significantly increasing its capacity.
Today, drinking water investments constitute about 3% of the
national budget. The public water supplies in both urban and
rural areas have increased significantly and it is estimated that
85% of the urban population has access to public water supplies,
whereas only 48% of the urban population and 36% of the
rural population has access to sanitation services. But clearly,
there is a lot of scope and opportunity to do more. The High
Powered Expert Committee (HPEC) Report on Indian Urban
Infrastructure and Services estimates (at 2009-10 prices), the
per capita investment needed for capital infrastructure in the
water, sewerage and storm-water sector at INR 13,329 and
another INR 840 annually for operation and maintenance. The
total investment estimated for these sector during 2012-2031
will be INR 7,54,627 crore for capital and INR 8,17,671 crore for
O&M respectively. Thus, the water supply, sewerage and storm
water drainage investments amount to about 24% of all urban
sector requirements for capital and 41% for O&M respectively.
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